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GENRS Easter: Religious Education Support Materials

"PRESENTING CHRISTIANITY"

These materials support the religious education enquiry process advocated in the local agreed
syllabi in Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire. The following activities are suggestions that may be
used to support a learning enquiry based on Easter, particularly the concept of forgiveness, as a
lead into the GenR8 presentation or as follow up.

Suggested questions to Suggested activities to deepen understanding
challenge and inspire

Forgiveness | What does the word Link back to the puppet sketch and one of them getting
and saying forgiveness mean? things wrong. Ask the children to share, draw or write
sorry What does it mean to say | down an occasion when they did something wrong.
sorry? Then talk about the puppets response in the sketch.
How do we feel when we Ask the children to think about a time when they had to
forgive others? forgive someone.

How do we feel when we
say sorry? You might also compare the idea of forgiveness with
‘mending a relationship’. So perhaps use the idea of
using glue, sellotape or a plaster to mend things...but
talk about why these can't mend a friendship...what
can mend a friendship?

Or why not use a story about saying sorry such as
‘Tomato says sorry’?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_MSE1ipwmU
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Suggested questions to
challenge and inspire

What do Christians
believe about
forgiveness?

Why do Christians call it
‘Good Friday’?

What can we learn about
forgiveness from the
Easter narrative?

What did Jesus mean
when he said ‘Father,
forgive them’?

Suggested activities to deepen understanding

Explore the meaning behind the cross for Christians.
The idea of Jesus’ death being the ‘price paid’ for sin
and providing forgiveness for all.

See
http://request.org.uk/restart/2015/11/24/the-cross/
(Key Stage 2)

You might also use Pilgrim’s Progress by John
Bunyan. The idea of forgiveness, with burdens being
taken away.

Focus on the words of Jesus on the cross, as heard
in the GenR8 sketch, and perhaps also on the words
about forgiveness in the Lord’s prayer.

There is a good film version of the words from the
cross available here:
http://request.org.uk/restart/2014/06/10/holy-week/
(part of a series on Holy Week)

Use a silent debate (see for example
http://www.pedagoo.org/silent-debating/) to analyse
the words carefully in groups and then discuss the
ideas as a class. What do the words mean? What do
we think about them?
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Suggested questions to | Suggested activities to deepen understanding
challenge and inspire

Songs of What does forgiveness
forgiveness mean to Christians?

Symbolising What colour is forgiveness?
forgiveness
How might we symbolise
forgiveness?

Listen again to the song ‘Forgiving isn’t easy’ by
John Hardwick.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lmt8QNzr30s

Ask the children to decide if the words accurately
sum up the Christian view of forgiveness. Can they
write alternative words or their own poem/song
about forgiveness that shows what Christians
believe?

Ask the children to write a poem called ‘The Colour
of Forgiveness’.

Ask them to create a symbol (e.g. chains broken,
hands open, shaking hands, high five...) or piece
of artwork to illustrate the idea of forgiveness and
explain their creation. This might include sculpture
as well as 2D images.




